Preface to the special issue on 'The lifetime achievements of Mutsuto Kawahara'
Professor Emeritus Mutsuto Kawahara was born in Tokyo in 1942. He obtained his PhD from Waseda University's Department of Civil Engineering in 1973. He then became a Lecturer at Chuo University's Department of Civil Engineering, where he was promoted in 1974 to Associate Professor and in 1983 to a full Professorship. He has been Associate Editor of the IJCFD for Japan for over 20 years.
In Japan, Professor Kyuichiro Washizu is known as a pioneer of the finite element method. Professor Kawahara modestly claims to be in the second generation of this field of research; however, it is no exaggeration to say that he is a major innovator in the finite element method in the field of civil engineering in Japan and worldwide. His important contributions have earned him a truly international reputation. He proposed the mixed interpolation method at the First International Symposium on Finite Element Methods in Flow Problems, and played a part in this international conference every year. He organised the 4th International Symposium on Finite Element Methods in Flow Problems at Chuo University in 1982, and has since contributed in many ways to the development of this technique. Professor Kawahara is the recipient of prizes from the Asian Pacific Association for Computational Mechanics (2006) and from the International Association for Computational Mechanics (2008). More recently, he has been researching inverse analysis that employs the finite element method, such as shape optimisation of bodies located in a fluid flow, parameter identification problems, and state estimation problems based on Kalman filter FEM and other approaches. He has published a very large number of papers and research results in international journals.
To honour his many achievements, we have compiled a special issue of the International Journal of Computational Fluid Dynamics. Professor Wagdi Habashi (Editorin-Chief of the IJCFD), myself and the international community are deeply grateful to Professor Emeritus Mutsuto Kawahara for his myriad contributions to the field of finite element method for fluid problems. We also wish to thank all who have submitted papers for this special issue to honour this remarkable man. 
